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This work is located in the field of Visual Communication, specifically 
publication design. Two factors contribute to a financial crisis in the publishing 
industry: fragmentation of the print/digital market and online retailers such as 
Amazon driving publishers’ profits down. As a result, production budgets are 
increasingly restricted. Designers must find new ways to create visually appeal-
ing books that communicate to a particular target market, without the tradi-
tional budgets for stock images or commissioning photographers. In short, 
designing appealing books is more important than ever for a struggling industry, 
but designers are being limited by tight budgets.
Creative commons licenses open new opportunities to ‘remix’ archival 
images within publication design. Many cultural institutions are releasing 
images (photographs, drawings, paintings) from their digital archives into the 
public domain for reuse, even for commercial purposes. This phenomenon allows 
designers to work with rich collections of previously inaccessible material, for 
free. 
Through this suite of illustrated covers I test ways Creative Commons 
licensed images can be manipulated within a contemporary book design practice. 
Through these projects I analysed archives of a range of cultural institutions and 
researched how the (sometimes complicated) licenses work. 
Two of the covers were awarded Australian Book Design Awards (2012 
and 2013), judged by a panel of 8 publishing design experts, demonstrating 
industry recognition of my innovative practice. I was video interviewed by 
D*Hub, the Powerhouse Museum’s online magazine, about my design process, 
and featured on publisher Allen&Unwin’s website.
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Two final book covers (Tales from 
the Tower Volume 1 and Tales from 
the Tower Volume 2), with a set of 
rough drafts showing development 
using sourced archival images.
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Full cover setting for Sea Hearts, 
another cover that incorporates 
archival images I have manipulated 
in the final illustration
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1. Catalogue for the 60th Book 
Design Awards, showing Tales from 
the Tower Volume One is Highly 
Commended in the Young Adult 
Cover of the Year category
2. Catalogue for the 61st Book 
Design Awards, showing Sea Hearts 
is Highly Commended in the Young 
Adult Cover of the Year category
1.
2.
Weblinks:
http://www.dhub.org/judging-a-
book-by-its-cover/
http://allenandunwin.tumblr.com/
post/9307616915/the-wilful-eye-
the-wicked-wood-an-interview-with
